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Janowska 
 
  Labor camp located on Janowska Road in Lvov (in the Ukraine), where 

thousands of Jews were murdered. The Germans established Janowska in 

September 1941 as an arms factory. Soon, it was expanded into a complex of 

factories that served the German Armament Works. These factories employed 

Jews as forced laborers (see also forced labor). By October, there were 600 

prisoners who worked mostly at carpentry and metalwork; some were given 

meaningless jobs designed to exhaust them before sending them to their 

deaths. At the beginning of November the Nazis asked the chairman of the 

Lvov Judenrat, Dr. Joseph Parnes, to provide more workers for the camp. He 

refused and was executed. 

   The camp underwent a change in March 1942. When the mass deportations 

of Jews from Eastern Galicia to the Belzec extermination camp began, 

Janowska was used as a transit camp for those prisoners who were still 

capable of doing hard labor. When they were no longer of any use to the 

Germans, they were sent to Belzec like the others. 

   Later in the spring, the Nazis expanded Janowska and turned it into a 

concentration camp. The Lvov Judenrat tried to help the prisoners there by 

sending them food, but hardly any of the packages reached them. During the 

summer of 1942, thousands more Jews arrived. 

   In mid-1943 Janowska became more and more like an extermination camp. 

Fewer prisoners were used as forced laborers, and the amount of time they 

stayed in the camp was shortened. The Nazis executed prisoners on the 

outskirts of Lvov; over 6,000 Jews were murdered in May 1943 alone. 

   The prisoners in Janowska tried to organize resistance actions. Prisoners 

who worked outside Janowska were able to smuggle weapons into the camp, 

to be used in the event of the camp's liquidation. However, the date of the 

liquidation was moved up to November 1943, catching the prisoners unaware. 

One revolt did break out among the prisoners forced to burn corpses to 

conceal evidence of mass extermination. The rebels killed some guards, but 

most were caught and killed. Altogether, tens of thousands of Jews from Lvov 

and Eastern Galicia were murdered in Janowska. 
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